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• Feedback from  Year 8 class on experiences in Year 8 Science 2021 
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 – yes and then it would be research task/research task in Sem 1 and 
then exam/exam in Sem 2. Probably not ideal. 
 

 – with review of Aust. Curriculum, there will be a chance to review 
the timing and placements of units from 2023 forwards, for this year it 
would be best to stick with what already exists. 
 

 – Can we reduce the number of topics in the exam? 
 – Agree, reduce the scope of the exam, considering the amount of 

content and length of teaching time, it’s rough to try to assess everything. 
 – can assessment on microscopes be removed, do students need to 

be proficient in FOV and magnification calculations at Year 8 level? 
 – microscopy and calculations have just been done in detail in Year 10 

Prep Biology as an extraction from the Year 11 Unit 1 course, students can 
learn more about these at that time. 

 – therefore no need to assess microscope calculations in Year 8, an 
exploration of cells under microscopes and microscope manipulation skills 
are sufficient. Enjoy, but don’t assess. 
 

 – reading from ACARA standards elaborations for Biology, the 
wording is “a system”, ACARA standards don’t suggest how many and what 
systems to teach. One elaboration also suggests comparison of systems 
(e.g. digestive or hearts) 

 – agree that these are interesting, particularly the number 
of vertebrate heart chambers, perhaps no time for this currently though. 

 – focus of the exam on body systems content. 
 

 – raises moral and ethical dilemmas of teaching reproduction, 
particularly beyond reproductive systems to sexual reproduction/sex 
education topics. Reproductive system as a body system is fine, teaching 
sexual education is not the job of the Science department.  

– seeks clarification of the depth of this content 
 – current content is asexual/sexual reproduction strategies,  body 

parts and functions of male and female reproductive systems, fertilisation 
and pregnancy, which follows the textbook, but in terms of time available 
is it even necessary to go this far? Also, for example, there is overlap with 
Year 10 in teaching sexual vs. asexual reproduction. How much of 
pregnancy do they need to know? 

– strongly considers sexual reproduction is an important topic, 
including what happens during pregnancy. Students raise questions that 
they may not ask elsewhere. Has received positive feedback from students 
and parents about topics discussed in these lessons. 

 – In NSW HPE usually teaches this type of content, considers that it 
should not be taught in Science. 

 – Checks Year 8 HPE curriculum, sex education does not specifically 
appear in the HPE syllabus.  
 

 – time to also remove the documentaries about childbirth.  
 – agree – some teachers did, and others didn’t use them last year. 

Tried to discourage it but they were used anyway. 
 – will look at removing those resources entirely. Also worth discussing 

contraception content here.  
 - describes approach as barrier vs. hormonal. 
 2021 was much reduced in comparison to previous years, trying to 

be mindful of Catholic context. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow up 
question – are 
cell types 
examinable? 
 
 
End of term 
exam will need 
review and 
changed 
accordingly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 to 
investigate 
removal of 
video content 
 
 

3.6 – review teaching and 

learning program using 

knowledge of curriculum 

3.6 – review teaching 

and learning program 

using knowledge of 

curriculum 

colleague

colleague

colleague

colleague

colleague

applicant

colleague

colleague

applicant & colleagues

colleague

colleague

colleague

applicant

colleague

colleague

colleague

colleague
applicant

colleague

applicant

colleague

colleague



colleague

colleague

colleagues

colleague

colleague




