
Standards and Descriptors addressed

Professional Knowledge Professional Practice Professional Engagement

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Know the students 
and how they learn

Know the content 
and how to teach it

Plan for and implement 
effective teaching 

and learning

Create and maintain 
supportive and safe 

learning environments

Assess, provide 
feedback and report 
on student learning

Engage in 
professional learning

Engage professionally 
with colleagues, 
parents/carers 
and community

1.1 2.1 3.1 4.1 5.1 6.1 7.1

1.2 2.2 3.2 4.2 5.2 6.2 7.2

1.3 2.3 3.3 4.3 5.3 6.3 7.3

1.4 2.4 3.4 4.4 5.4 6.4 7.4

1.5 2.5 3.5 4.5 5.5

1.6 2.6 3.6

3.7

Teaching context specific to this artefact(s)

Date range of evidence School(s) My Role(s) Year Level(s)/Learning area(s)/Subject(s)

2020 - 2022 Applicant's State School Manager - the Acknowledgement 
program

6 - Cross Curricular Priority - Embedding Indigenous 
Perspectives

Individual
Artefact f ...

Annotation to support this artefact 
While I have shown my respect and deep reverence for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture 
elsewhere in this folio, this artefact really shows the evidence of my impact on students. On my 
arrival at the school, we had no culture leaders. In 2019, I talked with my Principal about the 
introduction of some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Leaders to the student leadership team. In 
2020 I was privileged to be able to work with our very first Indigenous leader as she worked to 
develop her leadership skills. Part of this was supporting her to write her own Acknowledgement of 
Country. While this is a challenging learning goal (3.1), I felt that having a personal touch to our 
Acknowledgements would make events more personal and meaningful for both the presenter and 
their audience, and would be in the true spirit of reconciliation (2.4). It required contact with parents 
to ensure that the acknowledgements represented both their child and family and with community 
(Council Cultural Officer) to ensure that they were respectful and fair and will be received well by 
community (1.4). Since 2020, this program has grown and flourished, and so have the students. As 
you can see, we had many more applicants for the leadership position in 2022 than ever before 
(4.1). Attached are the Acknowledgements written by students (with my support). You can see 
students incorporating aspects of their own diverse linguistic and spiritual backgrounds (1.3). As a 
student moves off to high school, they are presented with their Acknowledgement (by incoming 
leaders) to carry with them through life. I am so very proud of this program! 

Individual Artefact [f]: Acknowledgement of Country
Thursday, 29 September 2022 1:07 PM

   Individual artefacts Page 1    

Assessor note - Individual artefacts can
be used by applicants to evidence descriptors
not demonstrated through their evidence sets.  
The applicant's portfolio included Individual
artefacts a - g.  Individual artefact f has been
included as an evidence sample for descriptor 2.4.
However, the applicant has also annotated it for
the other descriptors on this page.
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Student A (School Captain) – 2022  
I am a 5th generation Aboriginal girl of the Widjabul 
Bundjalung tribe and a descendant of the black birded 
South Sea Islander ‘Tanner’ people. With great pride I 
stand with you all to acknowledge all elders - past, 
present and future.   
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are the first 
peoples of Australia, meaning they were here for 
thousands of years prior to colonisation.   
From my proud totem ‘goanna’ to the turtle that swims 
our seas and the largest blue whale, those who left 
footprints on our land many, many years ago treated, 
cared and protected all of our living species and their 
environments. Together we stand to say thank you for 
the land we continue to make footprints on.   
We pay our respects to elders past present and future. 
We live together, we listen together and learn 
together.    
 
(c) 2022 Bessie Tanner  
 

Student B (Indigenous Leader) - 2022 
For generations, the Taribelang, Gooreng Gooreng, 
Gurang and Bailai people have cared for ocean, land and 
sea.   
From the smallest possum to the largest whale, First 
Nations people have respected and protected all living 
things.   
As  kids, it’s our job to care for our environment, 
everywhere we go.   
We acknowledge elders past, present and future as well 
as all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders who are here 
with us today. Now it’s our responsibility to care. Care 
for our education, this country and each other.   
 
(c) 2022 Madelyn Williams 
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