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Date range of evidence School(s) My Role(s) Year Level(s)/Learning area(s)/Subject(s)

Various, 2021 Applicant's State School and 3 other 
State Schools, the local High School and 
local Special School involved

Coordinator - Technology Project Event 
Team

5-8 STEM

PAFE
nominati...

Annotation to support this artefact 

As you can see from the PAFE nomination (prepared by me and endorsed by former Director -
General Tony Cook), the Technology Project event allowed me to initiate collaborative relationships 
to expand professional learning opportunities for myself and colleagues across the district (6.2). 
With my leadership, professional and community networks were formed and strengthened (7.4) as I 
supported my colleagues in external learning opportunities by showcasing the use of STEM to 
support Indigenous perspectives across a range of KLAs (2.2). The outcome has been an increased 
understanding of and respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories (2.4) among the 
teachers involved. The statistics (shown in yellow) show that students were empowered by the 
experience - the event explored new approaches to engage and support students (with a range of 
linguistic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds 1.3) by providing a productive and inclusive 
learning environment to engage and support all students (4.1) including those students with a 
disability (1.5, 1.6). The partnership with Community Lifestyle Support (CLS) allowed the event to be 
held in a place that allowed for any and all members of community to attend - with the site itself 
specifically designed for people living with disability. 
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The team believed the best way to ensure current knowledge would be archived appropriately was to start a conversation
through an event.

This pilot project brought together students, Traditional Owners and experts to explore new and emerging technologies and
consider application of these tools to preserve culture.

The initiative is expanding. The team has made links with CSIRO, local Elders, artists, experts and practitioners. The goal is to
support students to collect and collate enough scientific evidence to present to the Bureau of Meteorology so that

 can take its place on the Indigenous Weather Knowledge map.

Part A. Outstanding delivery

The  team worked in their own time and with a limited budget – the only cost was the release of the team from normal
duties, the day of the event.

They built relationships with local businesses, using the grounds of  to ensure that the event
would be accessible to all.  is a community organisation dedicated to the provision of innovative services to people living
with disability. As hosts of previous STEM focused events, their location perfectly suited the initiative.

Rather than focus the event on one group of students, a decision was made to include students from a range of schools
including  Special School. Schools were asked to make the decision about which students to send to ensure
that the event had maximum impact. Almost all students were of First Nation heritage and the majority of them had an
interest in STEM.

The team worked to ensure that appropriate technologies were selected for the event. They worked with local teachers and
experts to provide a range of high interest activities, with a focus on how those devices and systems could be used to explore
and capture information and culture.

Despite budgetary limitations, it was important to the team that the event did not cost participants. Again, relationships with
local business came to the rescue, with  providing lunch for everybody.

Nationally renowned artist  (himself a  Traditional Owner) talked to the students about a historic
archiving project he is currently working on – the recovery of the message of the  Rocks. Others from the local
First Nation community came to describe the innovations created by Aboriginal people across our nation.

, the team that had awarded the win that became the impetus for this project, arrived with a film crew to capture the
day. This short film will soon be shared with the nation, highlighting the innovation and beauty of regional Queensland.

At the completion of the event, student attendees were given an empowering call to action – to collect any information
about local weather, flora and fauna that they could and bring it together in the coming months. This will ensure that the
conversation will continue, and the team plans to monitor and support students in this quest to ‘put  on the map’.

Part B. Outcomes and impact

This collaborative, community-based work has been positively received by the community. It was featured in 
, a local newspaper. In addition, the Seasonal Weather Calendar project was one of eight student projects nationally

chosen to be part of the Future You event organised by the Women in STEM Ambassador, Lisa Harvey-Smith.  was the
only school, outside of a metropolitan area, to be featured. This project was also the only one with an Indigenous
perspective.

The  event allowed teachers from six schools to network with one another. These introductions have already
proven useful with collaborations between schools in the works. These fledgling networks have the ability to build and grow,
and the  team intend to continue developing these connections within the community.

 showcased our beautiful region through the event video, created by . This will be shared at a national level from
September onwards and will show Queensland as a place where innovation happens.
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